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AN 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Pedigree and Actions 
9 
SIMON FRASER, 

Lord LO AI, Oc. 


FTE R a Succeſſion of ſeveral Heirs 
from Father to Son, during which Time 
this Family intermarried with many Noble 


Families in Scotland, the Honours and Eſtate of 


Lovat became veſted in the Perſon of Hugh Lord 
Lovat, who married a Daughter of the Earl of 
Weems, by whom he had Iflue two Sons, Hugh 


Maſter of Lovat, and Thomas, called Thomas Fra- 


ſer of Beaufort. Hugh married a Daughter of the 
Earl of Leſh's, afterwards Earl of Leven, by whom 


he had a Son named Hugh ; the Maſter of Lovat 


predeceaſed his Father, and upon the Death of Hugh 


He laſt Lord Lovat, he was ſucceeded by his Grand 


Child, who married a Siſter of the Earl of Cro- 
marty's; by this Lady he had Iflue. - 

Hugb the laſt Lord of that Name; his Lordſhip 

married a Daughter of the Marquiſs of Athol's, but 


dying 


* 


(4 
dying in the Year 169 6(Mithout Iſſue Male of his 
Body, his e * Settlement, made in his 
Life-time, limited the Honours and Eſtate of 
— "Mah eldeſt Daughter and the Heirs of her 

* 8 
Thomas Fraſer of Beaufort above 1 mar- 
ried a Daughter of the Laird of McLeod, and had 
Iffue three Eats and x Dayght rander, Simgn, 
the preſent Lord Lovat, rh Sitilla': Upon 
the Death of the laſt mentioned Hugh Lord Lovar, 
and of the ſaid Thomas, and Alexander his Son 
without Iſſue Male; Simon the fecond Son was the 
_ Heir in the Male Line, and as ſuch — 
the Honouts: and Eſtate of Louat, notwithſtandin 
the above Settlement, and inſiſted by the Courſe 
7 feudal Succeſſion the _ ought to delcend to 

m. 

Simon Lord Lovat, deſcended of the Family of 
Lovat & above, was born at Beaufort near Inverneſs 
iy the Highlands of Scotland in the ear 1668, and 
his Father having died when he was very young, he 
was ſent ta the Laird of Af heog, ., who had the 
Care and Direction of his Edutition : After ſome 
Years ſpent at the Grammar School in reading the 
Ease Languages, he was ſent to the King's 

W niverſity of Aberdeen, where he 
plicd-hi If to the ig of t e Sciences, and by 
5 Ln Progreſs he 150 ein nerd. Branches of 
BY overed a ſur Genius. ; after he 
kl fn ed his Studies at ele Un Unjrexſicy, add hav- 
ing but a diſtant Proſpect of a Fortune, he turned 
his Thoughts to the Army, ard about the Year 
1692, by the Intereſt of the F amily of Abel, pro- 
cured a C y.in the Lord 7 22 s Regi- 
ment, where he ſerved for ſome Time; but ſome 
 Mifunderſtanding ariſing, between him and the Mar- 
quiſs.,of Athol, he r his. Commiſion, and 
tat tted the Service . ve. 0 whereof was, 
| the PPAR claimed R n the fen fat 
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Eſtate of Lovat, as Heit Nlale, in preference to the 
eldleſt Daughter of the laſt Hugh Lord Louat, Grand- 
child to the Marquiſs; but in order to ſecure the Paſ- 
ſcflion of the Honours and Eſtate to her, the Marquiſs 
propoſod to Captain Fraſer, that he ſhould convey. 
and make over his Right to the ſame to her, and in 
conſideration thereof the M engaged to pro- 
mote him in the Army, hut the in with 4 no» 
ble Indignation r the Propoſal, and utterly 
refuſed to make ſuch a Renunciation, proteſting 
that no earthly Conſideration ſhould ever induce 
him to ſell his Birthright, by which he was entitled 
to the Eſtate of Lovat and to be Chief of the Fra- 
fers : This Refuſal greatly incenſed the Family of 
Athol, and determined them to leave no Stone un- 
turned to ruin him, and defeat his Pretenſions; but 
not intĩimidated thereat, he reſolved the more firmly 
to aſſert his Right, and foil the Attempts of his Ene- 
mies. His firſt Eflay was to endeavour to get the 
late Lord Lovat's Daughter, who was then logk'd 
upon as Heireſs of Lovat, to marry him, and by 
that Means to unite both their Pretenſions and In- 
tereſts, and put an End to all Diſputes; but fail- 
ing in this, he endeavoured to bring about a Mar- 
riage with the Lady Dowager her Mother, who 
was then in his Power; by this Means he hoped to 
carry his grand Point, for as this would ſecure to 
him the preſent Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, ſo if he 
ſhould have Iſſue of that Marriage a. Son, ſuch 
Son would ſtand in the ſame Degree of Relation to 
the Marquiſs of Athol as the Heireſs did, and there- 
fore it was to be preſumed, he would not oppaſe 
the Succeſſion of that Iſſue to the Honours and E- 
ſtate of Lovat ; by that Means he flattered himſelf 
that the Views of both Parties would be recanciled. 

In Profecution of this Scheme he applied to the 
Lady Dowager for her Conſent to marry him; bur 
this ſhe abſolutely refuſed, alledging that her Bro- 
ther the Marquiſs would never agree o any Thing 


of 
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Mo ont OE CT MAEREENS: 
of that ſort, and that it would be attended with ' 
fatal Conſequences, ſhe conjured him not to uſe 
any violent Methods againſt a defenceleſs Woman, 
who was not able to oppoſe him, promiſing ſo- 
lemnly that ſhe would endeavour to bring about a 
Reconciliation between him and the Fumily of A- 
thol, and procure him the Heireſs of Lovat - for a 
Wife. But the Captain reſolved to make uſe of 
the Opportunity he then had to force her to a Com- 
pliance. For that End he put all her Servants out 
of the way, or ſecured them ſo that they might not 
be Witneſſes of what was to be acted; he then got 
a Miniſter, who pretended to perform a iage 
Ceremony, but without the leaſt mark of Conſent 
on the Part of the Lady. This Farce being over, 
the Captain, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome of his 
faithful Myrmidons, ſet about undreſſing the Lady, 
but ſhe reſiſting with all her Force, and filling the 
Houfe with Cries and Lamentations, one of the 
truſty Band made uſe of a Weapon called a Durk 
to cut the Lace of her Stays, and after having 
| dragg'd off her Cloaths, they put her forcibly into 
= - Bed; and our Bridegroom performed the firſt Feat 
F of Conſummation, in the Preſence of his Deſpe- 
radoes. oY 
The Rumour of this Marriage, which happened 
in the Year 1695, being ſpread abroad, and the 
Marquiſs having Intelligence of it, applied imme- 
diately for Juſtice, and having obtained a Warrant 
to apprehend the Captain, he procured a Party of 
Dragoons to inforce the Execution of it. Upon 
this the Captain was obliged to remove from Caſte-. + 
douny, and taking his Lady along with him, he re- 
tired to an obſcure Place called the Iſle of Ais, 
where he lay concealed for ſome Weeks, during 
which Time, in order to give a proper Sanction to 
what had been done before, and to remove the 
Lady's Doubts about the Legality of their Marriage, 
the Miniſter was again ſent for, when the ſame was 
a 


: (9) 
a ſecond Time ſolemnized : But the Captain being 
fenſible that he could not remain there long con- 
cealed, and knowing what Search was making to 
apprehend him, judged it neceſſary to 11 him- 
felt for ſome time from his Lady. The Lady, 
who had then conceived a great Affection for him, 
as he pretends, was much afflicted at the Thoughts 
of a Separation, apprehending, that if ſhe came once 
in the Power of theMarquiſs, ſhe would be compelPFd 
to diſclaim that Marriage, and ſwear a Rape againſt 
him; but the Captain inſiſted that it would be im- 
poſſible for her to eſcape, and that it would be more 
eligible for her to return to her own Houſe, and 
endeavour to make up Matters with her Brother, 
and that he would in the mean Time evade the 
Proſecution againſt himſelf, and defend himſelf in 
the remote Highlands, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
ſome of his Fraſers, repel the Attacks of his Ene- 
mies. : | | 

From that Time, the Captain, accompanied by 
ſome of his Clan, lived a wandring Life in the 
Woods and on the Mountains, and was ſubſiſted 
ſometimes by Plunder, at other Times by volun- 
tary Contributions of ſome Highlanders, to whom 
he ſent in the Night-time for ſome Proviſions and 
Neceſſaries of Life. 

The Lady Dowager was taken and carried to 
Dunteld, when a Proſecution for a Rape was com- 
menced againſt the Captain in the High Court of 
Juſticiary in Scotland, and according to the Law 
and Practice of that Country, he was, in abſence, 
tried, convicted, and condemned, as being guilty of 
raviſhing the Lady Dowager of Lovat, and by this 
Sentence the pretended Marriage was in Law deem- 
ed null and void. | 

One Misfortune was ſoon followed by another, 
for there was a ſecond Proſecution ſet on foot a- 
againſt the Captain for treaſonably levying War, 
and with an armed Force oppoſing the Execution 

x + Hb : | of 
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of the Law; upon this Account he was alſo, in ab” 
ſence, tried, and condemned, as a Traitor: But not- 
wichſtanding the above Sentences of Condemnation, 
in Virtue whereof, he was intercommuned or out- 
lawed, and Letters of Fire and Sword ifſued againſt 


him, the Captain continued in the Country wander- 


ing up and down in the ſame Manner as before, 
being ſupplied. with the Neceſſaries of Life by ſome 
friendly and well diſpoſed Perſons, who thereby 
rendered themſelves obnoxious to the Law, for 
aiding and correſponding with a Perſon who'was 
out of the Protection thereof: But being at laſt re. 
duced to great Miſery and extremities, and percei- 
ving that nothing could be done in that Way of Life 
that could change the Face of his Affairs, he grew at 
laſt weary of it, and began to entertain Thoughts 
of procuring a Pardon for his paſt Offences: With 
this View, 1n the Year 1699, he made his Court to 


one Mr. Caſtairs, a Preſbyterian Miniſter, who had 


been very zealous and inſtrumental in bringing 
bout the glorious Revoluflon, and was a Perſon of 
conſiderable intereſt. at Court : He recommended 
the Captain to King William as a proper Object of 
his Royal Clemency, and his Majeſty was pleaſed 
to grant him a Pardon, but that being an Offence 
committed againſt a particular Perſon and. Family, 
made it of a private, as well as publick Nature, and 
ought not therefore to be remitted, without proper 
Satisfaction, or the Conſent of the Party injured, 
Our Captain reaped no great Advantage from this 
Pardon, as the Sentence upon account of the Rape 
ſtill hung over him; being ſenſible of this, and that 
his Enemies were by far an overmatch for him, he 
determined to retire privately to France, and there 


walt for better Times. 


About the Beginning of the Lear 1701, Cap- 
tain Fraſer, arrived in France, and repaired to 
the Court of St. Germains, where the late King 
James then reſided; he got himſelf introduced as 

, an 
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an unfortunate Nobleman, who had been long op- 
preſſed by the Malice and Power of his Enemies in 
Scotland ; but at the ſame Time repreſented him- 
ſelf as having an Influence atid Acquaintance in the 
Highlands of Scotland, which might be ſerviceable 
to that Court in their future Deſigas. And being 
a Man of good Addreſs, he in a ſhort Time infinu- 
ated himſelf into ſome Degree of Favour, but par- 
ticularly recommended himſelf to the Confidence 
and Eſteem of the Duke of Perth, one of the Prime 
Miniſters at that Court. The Captain's Credit at 
St. Germains was in a great Meaſure owing to the 
good Offices of the Pope's Nuncio, then at the 
French Court, to whom he got himſelf introduced, 
and recommended as one that was deſirous of be- 
coming a Convert to the Church of Rome. He 
conſidered that as a neceſſary Qualification to entitle 
him to Favour and Credit at the Court of St. Ger- 
mains, and formerly renounced the Proteſtant, and 
embraced the Roman Catholick Religion. Soon 
after he was made known to the Marquis de Torcy, 
the great Favourite of Lewis XIV. Being a Man of 
Wit and Gallantry, he had likewiſe the good For- 
tune of working himſelf into the Favour of the La- 
dies at the French Court; and he often boaſted of 
Madam Maintenon's having rallied him on Account 
of his Intimacy with the Court Ladies, telling him, 
* Les Dames, Monſieur, vous regardent comme un 
* homme raviſſant. alluding to the Rape he had 
committed in Scotland. Certain it is he now began 
to be looked upon as a Perſon of ſome Conſequence 
at the Courts of Verſailles and St. Gtrmains. He 
had at laft the Honour of kiſſing the French King's 
Hand, and was admitted to a private Audience up- 
on the Subject of an Invaſion of theſe Kingdoms, 
which was then projecting in Favour of the Pre- 
tender. Some Days before the Captain was in- 
formed by the Marquiſs de Torcy of the Honour that 
was deſigned him; and being willing to acquit 
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himſelf handſomely upon ſo great an Occaſion, he 
repared an elegant and pompous Harrangue, and 

bad ad been at great Pains to make himſelf Maſter of 

it: Accordingly the e appointed being come, 

the Captain was introdu uy 

quiſs to the King's — 3 but the Magnificence 

and Splendour of the Court, or the Awe of the grand 

Monarque, had ſuch a powerful Effect upon him, 

that when he approached the King, he quite forgot 


his Speech and appeared in great Confuſion ; but in 


y his Friend the Mar- 


a few Minutes recovering himſelf a little, he ad- 


dreſſed the King with an extempore Speech in an 
eaſy and unaffected manner, and very pertinent to 
the Occaſion. After the Captain had withdrawn, 
the King obſerving the Marquiſs ſmile, aſked him 
the Reaſon of it? he told his Majeſty of the Cap- 
tain's having forgot his ſtudied Speech: with 
which the King was highly diverted, and ſaid his 
Behaviour ſhewed him to be a Man of ready Wit 
and Natural Elocution. | 

After the Death of the unfortunate King James the 


II. which happen'd on the 6th of November 1701, the 


Court at St. Germazns reſolved upon ſomething in Fa- 
vourof the Pretender, and that was an Invaſion and 


Inſurrection in the Highlands of Scotland. Our Cap- 


tain was pitched upon as a proper Perſon to pave 
the Way, and prepare Matters for the Execution 
of that Deſign. For that End he was honoured 
with a Major General's Commiſſion (others ſay that 
of a Colonel of Foot only) and furniſhed withPowers 
and Credentials to treat with the Noblemen and 


Gentlemen in Scotland, who were attached to that 


Intereſt, and particularly the Chiefs of the Clans. 
He wasflikewiſe provided with ſome Arms and 
Ammunition, and with a Sum of Money from the 
Court of France. Thus authorized and provided, 
Captain Frafer ſet out from Paris, attended by two 
Gentlemen fent by the Miniſtry at St. Germains to 


be a ones upon him, and Witneſſes of the faith- 


ful 
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ful Execution of the Truſt repoſed in him. He 
embarked at Dunkirk, and arrived in Scotland about 


; 1 


the latter End of the Year 1702. | 

Upon his Arrival in Scotland he communicated 
his Orders and Inſtructions to the Chiefs of the 
Clans and Others, and conſulted with them about 
the intended Inſurrection: But in the Courſe of his 
Treaties and Negotiations he met with great Diſ- 
couragements, occaſioned by the Suſpicions the 
Gentlemen'in the Country entertained of him ; for 


his old Enemies in the North prepoſſeſſed the 


Minds of the People, as if he was a Perſon not 
properly authorized to treat with them, or one of 
ſo infamous a Character, as not to be truſted in an 
Affair of that Importance. Theſe and the like In- 
ſinuations rendered our Captain's Endeavours inef- 
fectual, and obliged him to deſiſt from proſecuting 
a Matter in which he met with ſo much Oppoſition, 
he thereupon went privately to the Duke of Qycen/- 
bury, imploring his Graces Protection, and intrea- 
ted that he would be pleaſed to procure him a Paſs 
to France; and the more readily to obtain this, he 
diſcovered the Plot that was then in Agitation. The 
Captain having got a Paſs, returned to France ; and 
upon his Arrival at the Court of St. Germains he 
made a Report of his Negotiations in Scotland, and 
of the Cauſes of the Miſcarriage thereof; charging, 
that the Malice and unreaſonable Oppoſition he 
met with from his Enemies there, was what ren- 
dered his Endeavours abortive : But his private 
Correſpondence with the Duke of Queenſbury and 
ſome others of that Party, being known at St Ger- 
mains made him violently ſuſpected of having be- 
trayed his Truſt: And though the Captain alledg- 
ed, in his own Defence, that the main Deſign of 
that Correſpondence was to procure a Paſs, that he 
might thereby be enabled to avoid the Perſecution 
of his inveterate Enemies, and render him the more 

oo Se capable 
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capable of ſerving the Intereſt of that Court, yet 
he met with ſo little Credit in that Matter, that a 
Complaint was made at the French Court of his 
Miſconduct and foul Miſcarriage, in betraying the 
Truſt repoſed in him. In conſequence of this 
Complaint. he was, by virtue of an Arreſt, appre- 
hended and committed Priſoner to the Baſtile, where 
he remained for ſeveral Years. 
During his Impriſonment, he had no Opportunity 
of doing any thing worth Notice : This — 
him to apply his Thoughts to Spiritual matters, he 
formed a Reſo ution of entering into Holy Orders, 
and cammunicated. his Intentions to ſome of theCler- 

y, and got them to inform his old Friend thePope's 
Nuncio of his Pious Reſolution. The Captain had by 
this Time acquired a perfect maſtery in the French 
Tongue ; and his Learning, and great Capacity ta 
promote the Intereſt of the Church, were ſtrongly. 
repreſented and urged in his Favour. By the In- 
terpoſition and friendly Aſſiſtance of the Pope's 
Nuncio and ſome other Clergymen, he procured his 
Releaſement from the Baſtile in the Year 1708, and 
in a ſhort Time thereafter was admitted into the 
Holy Order and Profeſſion of a Jeſuit. In that 
Capacity he reſided and had a Living at St. Omer's 
for ſeveral Years, where he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
for his Learning and Piety, and diſcharged his Ho- 
ly Office with univerſal Applauſe, and to the Ad- 
miration of his ignorant and deluded Flock. 

On a Proſpect of the Troubles that threatned 
theſe Kingdoms by the Death of Queen Anne, our 
Jeſuit abandoned his Sacerdotal Office, and pre- 
tending a Neceſſity of going ſome Way into the 
Country upon Important Buſineſs, ſet out for Eu- 
gland, and in September, 1715, he arrived in Lon- 
don, and went to ſome of his particular Friends, 
and conſulted with them how he ſhould avail him- 
ſelf of the Troubles that were then beginning. The 


\ firſt Thing neceſſary to be done, was to procure a 
| | -. 
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Paſs for him into Scotland, which by Favour of 
the late Duke of Argyle and Mr. Forbes of Cullodon, 
he foon obtained, under the borrowed Name of 
Captain. Brown, as they had Reaſon to believe he 
might be Inſtrumental in quelling the Rebellion. 
With this Paſſport the Captain, ſet out for Edin- 
burgh. There he lay concealed for ſome Time, 
waiting till a Ship could be got to carry him to the 
North of Scotland ; for the Country was then up in 
Arms, and no poſſibility of Travelling by Land. 
In the mean Time our Captain's Enemies had In- 
telligence of his being in Edinburgh, and upon an 
Information thereof to the Lord Juſtice Clerk, his 
Lordſhip granted a Warrant to apprehend him, as a 
Perſox condemned by Law and intercommuned, or 
outlawed, A. party of the Town-guard were or- 
dered to aſſiſt in the Execution of the Warrant, and 
agreeable to the Information, they went to a Houſe 
in the Graſt market, where the Captain lodged, and 
made him their Priſoner. Here his Adventures 
muſt have ended, had it not been for a happy Oc- 
currence: The Officer who commanded the Party 

roved to be an old Acquaintance of his; he ex- 
preſſed his Concern for the Captain, and promiſed 
to ſerve him, if poſſible, upon that perilous Occa- 
ſion. Accordingly an Expedient was agreed upon: 
The Captain told him his Intention of going into 
the North on the Service of his Majeſty King George; 
that he went by the Name of Brown, and had a Paſ- 
ſport. from the Secretary of State: He conſidered 
that the then Provoſt of Edinburgh was his good 
Friend, to whom the Officer went as his Colonel, 
and acquainted him of the Affair. The Provoſt ' 
thereupon directed him to diſcharge the Warrant 
and ſet the Captain at Liberty, as it appeared that 
the Warrant was executed by miſtake upon Captain 
Brown, inſtead of Captain Fraſer, who was the Per- 
ton ſpecified. Upon this our Captain was happily 
let at Liberty, and eſcaped for this Time the Dan- 
| ger 
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ger that threatned him. He changed his Lodgings 
immediately; and, a few Days after, a Veſſel hav- 
ing been provided, ſailed for /rverne/s ; but by con- 
trary Winds the Ship was forced to put into Fra- 
ferſburgh. The Captain and Mr. Forbes of Culloden, 
who attended him to the North to affiſt in his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, muſt have been expoſed to great 
Difficulties and Dangers, if it had not been for the 
Friendly care of one Mr. Baillie, Town-Clerk of 
Fraſerſburgh, to whom they made themſelves known. 
He found means to provide them with Horſes, to 
carry them to Culloden Houſe, the Seat of the Lord 
Preſident of Scotland, {now become famous for the 
late glorious Victory there obtained by his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland over the Rebels) 
where they ſafely arrived in November, 1715, after 
a hazardous and fatiguing Journey. The firſt 
Thing to be reſolved on by the Captain was, what 
Part he ſhould take in the preſent Troubles; but 
as his grand End and Deſign, and which he always 
kept in View, was to recover the Honours and 
Eſtate of Lovat, his Determination in that Matter 
depended upon another Point, and that was the 
Behaviour of Fraſerdale, who, was then in Poſſeſſ- 
ſion of that Eſtate. But when he was certainly in- 
formed, that Fraſerdale had raiſed a Body of Men, 
and taken up Arms for the Pretender, he no longer 
heſitated what Side he ſhould chuſe, but repaired 
immediately to thoſe of his Clan who had remained 
faithful to him, and were by the Vigilence and good 
Conduct of ſome of his ſpecial Friends gathered to- 
gether and armed ready to act for the Captain, 
whom they regarded as their lawful and rightful 
Chief. They reccived him with great Joy, and ac- 
knowledged him as their natural Head, declar- 
ing that they were ready to aſſiſt him in all his De- 
ſigns, and eſpouſe whatever Cauſe he ſpou d take in 
Hand. The Captain improved this ſubmiſſive and 


zealous Diſpoſition in hisFrgſers,he declared for the 
Govern- 
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Government, and joined the Well-affefted in that 
Part of the Country. His appearing ſo ſeaſonably 
was attended with very good Effects, for he aſſiſted 
in driving a conſiderable Body of the Rebels out of 
the Town and Caſtle of .Inverneſs, and contributed 
greatly to keep the Diſaffected in Awe, and to 
preſerve the Peace in that Part of the Country. 

After the ſuppreſſion of the Rebellion, his Lord- 
ſhip's Loyalty and great Services were by his Friends 
greatly magnified at Court: And in conſideration 
thereof they recommended him firſt of all to the 
King's Favour for a Pardon, for all his former 
Crimes and Offences, - which his Majeſty was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant, Fraſerdale, being concern- 
ed in the Rebellion, was attainted, and thereby 
forfeited his Intereſt and Eſtate for Life in the 
Lands and Barony of Lovat, which became eſ- 
cheated to the Crown : An Application was there- 
upon made to the late King in behalf of his Lord- 
ſhip, ſetting forth his Right and Pretenſions to the 
Honours and Eſtate of Lovat ; in conſequence 
whereof his Majeſty, as a further Mark of his Fa- 
vour and Reward of his Services, was graciouſly ' 
| Pleaſed to make him a Gift of Fraſerdale's Life- 
Kent Eſcheat, in Virtue of which his Lordſhip en- 
tered into immediate Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, and 
renewed his Claim to the Honours and Dignity, 
which he at length obtained. 

Since the Year 1715, hls Lordſhip had many 
Obligations to the Goverment : Amongſt the reſt, 
his late Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to appoint 
him Lord Lieutenant of the County andGovernor of 
Inverneſß, and beſtowed a Penſion and other Marks 
of Favour upon him, in particular the Command 
of a Highland Independant Company, which with 
ſeveral other Independant Companies was raiſed a 
few Years after the Rebellion in 1715, to preſerve 
the Peace of the Highlands. His Majeſty was not 
unacquainted with the Character of Lord Lovat, 
he was doubtleſs ſenſible of the Motives and "_ 
that 


th. 


(a3 
that: prevailed with him to act in the manner he 
had done in ſuppreſſing the above Rebellion, and 
that his appearing for the Government might pro- 
bably be contrary to his Principles and ſecret Incli- 
nations: But the King heaped Favours upon him, 
the more effectually to gain and ſecure him by 

2 
e 


Intereſt, which was known to be his Lordfhi 
ſtrongeſt Tye, to co-operate. in the ſervice of 
Government. Afterwards, the Highlands being 
diſarmed, and in a perfect ſtate of Tranquility 
and Subjection, Lord Lovat's former Services 
were forgotten, and he was thought no longer of 
any Conſequence to the Government; whereupon 
in the Year, 1738, he was ſtripped of his Penſion, 
and deprived of his Command, and every other 
Mark of the Favour of the Government, x 
His Lordſhip, upon the Court's withdrawing 
their Favours — him, diſcovered very early his 
Diſguſt and Diſatisfaction, and his conſtant Conver- 
ſation and Speeches proclaimed that his Diſcontent 
was grown to Diſaffection, and ripe for Rebellion. 
Whoever conſiders his Influence amongſt the Clans, 
will not think it ſtrange that he ſhould have greatly 
contributed to diſpoſe them to take that Part which 
many of them have daringly avowed: The Coun- 
tenance he has given to our Enemies, and his ſecret 
Practices with them, will come to Light hereafter : 
But as ſomething more than private Negotiations 
became neceſſary, he reſolved to aſſiſt the Preten- 
der's Son with his Forces ; the unhappy Maſter of 
Lovat his Son, was to fall a Sacrifice, and be the 
Inſtrument of carrying on this Deſign, in order to 
ſcreen himſelf from a Charge of High Treaſon, 
and to avoid the Conſequences of an Attainder, 
Soon after the Battle of Preſton Pans, 500 of the 
Fraſers were aſſembled and armed, and ſent to join 
the Rebels at Perth; and Lord Lovat was every 
Day more daring and open in his Proceedings, 


which determined Lord Loudon, who was then at 
| Inverneſs 
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Inverneſs, to put a Stop thereto : He marched with 
ſome hundreds of his Men to Caſtledoum, and ſent 
Lord Lovat a meſſage, in the King's Name, to 
attend him to Inverneſs, and deliver up what Arms 
he had in his Poſſeſſion. Lord Lovat not finding 
himſelf in a Condition to reſiſt that Force, ſub- 
mitted to go along with Lord Loudon, and remain 
at Inverneſs as a Security for his peaceable- Beha- 
viour, and accordingly ſtaid there for ſome Days, 
but delayed, upon ſham Pretences, to perform his 
Promiſe as to delivering up the Arms ; and at laſt, 
notwithſtanding he was ſtrictly looked after, and 
Centinels placed at his Lodgings, he found means 
to break through the back Part of the Houſe in the 
Night Time, and made his Efcape. After that 
Time, he was Inſtrumental in fomenting and car- 
rying on the Rebellion, by raiſing and arming the 
Highlanders, and alarming them with Fears of 
being extirpated and deſtroyed by the Kings Troops 
with Fire and Sword, and perſuading them there 
was no other means left for their Preſervation, but 
by having Recourſe to Arms to defend their Lives, 
Properties, and Families, from the Rapine and 
Violence of their Enemies: It is reported, that in 
order to inforce this matter, and make a deeper 
Impreſſion upon their Minds, he publiſhed a Mani- 
feſto or Declaration to the above Effect, and made 
it be read publickly in the Kirks on a Sunday. His 
Son was at the Head of the Fraſers at the famous 
Battle of Cullodon on the 16th of Atril, 1746, 
where they behaved with their wonted Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, There ate no certain Ac- 
counts whether his Lordſhip was in the Action or 
not; but it is certain he took his flight into the 
Mountains, and concealed himſelf in his old Haunts 
and lurking Places, till the Month of June, when 
he was taken in a hollow Tree by Capt. Miller, and 
committed Priſoner to the Tower of London the 

ij th of Auguſt following. | 
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Lord Lovat, as to his Perſon, makes an odd and 
groteſque Figure, he is generally more loaded with 
Cloaths than a Dutchman with nine or ten pair of 


Breeches; he is tall in Stature and walks very up- 
right, conſidering his great Age, and is tollerabl7x 
well ſhaped ; he has a large Mouth and ſhort Noe; 
with Eyes very much contracted and down looking, 
a very ſmall Forehead, almoſt all covered with a a 
large Periwig ; this gives him a four and grim 
Aſpect, but upon addreſſing himſelf to any one, 
he puts- on a ſmiling and obliging Countenance, 
which is not at all diſagreeable: He is near ſighted, 
and affects to be much more ſo than he really is: 
He was naturally of a robuſt and vigorous Conſti- 
tution, and a ſtrong and active Body, hardened by 
Fatigue, inured to Hunger and Thirſt, Heat and 
Cold, and improved by all Manly Exerciſes ; but 
his long Confinement in the Baſtile had greatly im- 


paired his Conſtitution ; he has however taken ſuch 


Care of himſelf, that he ſtill preſerves a Degree of 
Health and Vigour very uncommon at ſo advan- 
ced an Age. He is a Man of ſeme ſhare of Lear- 
ning, and of great Parts and Abilities of Mind, 
His univerſal Experience and great Attention to Po- 
litical Matters has made him acquainted wich Men 


as well as Books : He is Polite, affable and agree- 


able in Converſation, and ſo great a Maſter in Flat- 


tery and Diſſimulation, that he generally pleaſes 


and gains the good Will, if not the Efteem, of 
thoſe he Converſes with, however prejudiced or pre- 
poſſeſſed they might have been againſt him. His 
Knowledge of the Hiſtory and Genealogy of all the 
great Families in Scotland contributes not a little 
to this, for there is no Perſon in that Country, but 
he will make out to be a Relation or Ally of ſome 
Noble or Antient Family, or a Deſcendant of ſome 
Virtuous or Illuſtrious Hero. In this Tradition, 
Hiſtory, he pays little regard to Truth, provided he 
can give his Story the Air of Probability : He 
| ſeems 
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- ſeems to entertain his Gueſts with the utmoſt Chear- 
fulneſs and Hoſpitality, but being ſordidly Avari- 
cious, he grumbles privately at the leaſt Expence; 
and though to their Faces he Careſſes them, yet no 
ſooner do they turn their Backs, than he pronoun- / 
ces Curſes and Execretions againſt them for the 
Trouble and Charge they put him to. He is Am- 
bitious and Proud, but when it ſerves his Turn, 
Cringing, Mean and Fawning. He is Crafty and 
Subtle, but at Times, open and unguarded in his 
Speeches and Actions, and that even in matters of 
great Concern ; by this means he has frequently 
volved himſelf in Dangers and Difficulties ; but he 
is very fertile in Expedients, and has, almoſt, always, 
being hitherto ſucceſsful in extricating himſelf out 
of ſuch Scrapes : His reſtleſs and active Diſpoſition 
conduces not a little to draw him into Snares, but 
a ready Invention and a bold and ſpeedy Execution; 
helps him out of them : He is much addicted to 
Enthuſiaſm and Superſtitious Notions, by which 
he is greatly governed in many Caſes : In Buſineſs 
he is unjuſt and unconſcionable, and avows that his 
own Profit or Pleaſure has always been the Rule of 
his Actions, and to that he has on all Occaſions ſa- 
crificed every other Conſideration ; this has led him 
to Violence, Rapes, Cruelty, Revenge, Treachery, 
and every baſe and infamous Practice when it ſuited 
his Purpoſe , this has made him put himſelf into all 
Shapes and Appearances, and therefore rendered 
him deteſted and deſpiſed by all Good and Virtu- 
ous People, dreaded by ſome, and ſcorned and de- 
rided by others. He is Naturaly Brave and Reſo- 
Jute, and though, as to inviſible Powers, he is 
Fearful and Timid, and as to his Health and the 
leſſer Accidents of Life, ſcrupilous to a Degree of 
Puſilanimity, yet in Time of imminent Danger he 
is Bold and undaunted: He is of an amorous and 
ſalacious Temper, but for many Vears paſt, he has 
been very cautious in Reſ] pect to Women of Rank, 
| 7M being 


attended with diſagreeable Conſequences; he there- 
fore made his Addreſſes to the loweſt and meaneſt 


of the Female Sex, and by that means taſted all 


the Sweets without an Allay of the Bitters of Love, 
beſides his abſolute Sway over them, ſaved him the 
Trouble of a long and laborious Courtſhip, which 
he had but little Time for on Account of the mul- 
tiplicity of his Affairs: In fine, he is a cruel and 


oppreſſive Maſter, an imperious and outragious Hu- 


band, a tyrannical and ſevere Parent, a falſe 
hearted and treacherous Friend, and an arbitrary and 
deſpotick Chief. 

. To conclude, it may be looked upon as a ſtrange 
Phenomenon, not eaſily to be accounted for, that 
his Lordſhip being a Perſon of great Penetration 


and long Experience in Buſineſs, who had for ma-' 


ny Years ſtruggled with powerful Enemies, and 
with Poverty and Diſtreſs, and at laſt conquered 


them all, (which he boaſted he had done without 


Effuſion of Hug n Blood in any one Inſtance, 
and therefore aſſu i for this Motto, Six E sAx- 
GUINE VICTOR ;) and after he had eſtabliſhed him- 
ſelf in the Right and Poſſeſſion of that Title and 
Eſtate, which he had long contended for ; he 
ſhould now be drawn into a chimerical and deſperate 
Scheme, in concert with a Nation that he knew to 


be treacherous and perfiduous, which muſt end in | 
his own Deſtruction, and the Ruin of his Family; 


The Motives of thoſe concerned therein may be 


various, ſuch as Enthuſiaſm, Madneſs, Ignorance, | 
Poverty, and the like: And his laſt Conduct can 


hardly be accounted for any other Way, than by 
ſuppoſing that 1t proceeded from a deliberate and 


malignant. Purpoſe to ruin and ſubvert our preſent Þ 
Government, meerly becauſe they have not thought 
fit, to gratify his ambitious and avaritious Paſſions 


and Delſires. 6 38 
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being ſenſible that Intrigues of that Sort are often 


